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The rules of admission 

to Doctoral School No. 2 

in the 2021/2022 academic year 

 

§ 1. General provisions 

 

1. Admissions to Doctoral School No. 2 is conducted twice a year – in the period preceding the 

start of the Fall and Spring semesters. 

 

2. The limit of candidates that can be admitted to Doctoral School No. 2 in the subsequent 

education cycles beginning in the Fall and Spring semester is set by the Rector upon the 

request of the Council of the Doctoral School No. 2 before the start of the admissions. In 

justified cases, the Council of the School can ask Rector for increasing this limit. 

 

3. A candidate may be admitted to Doctoral School No. 2 if (s)he: 

1) has a Master’s degree, Master Engineer degree or equivalent, obtained in Poland or in 

other country, whereby the rules of recognition of education obtained abroad are 

determined by separate regulations, or meet the conditions referred to in art. 186, section 

2 of the Act - Law on Higher Education and Science; 

2) submitted application to Doctoral School No. 2 and other required documents. 

 

4. The admissions to Doctoral School No. 2 is a competition-based process. 

 

5. Activities in the admissions process are performed by the Admissions Committee appointed 

by the Council of the Doctoral School No. 2 consisting of at least 4 members of the Council 

of the Doctoral School No. 2 entitled to be a supervisor in doctoral proceeding, representing 

all scientific disciplines practised at the School. The Head of the Admissions Committee is 

appointed by the Head of the Doctoral School. A non-voting representative of PhD students 

designated by the PhD students Council may participate in the works of Admissions 

Committee. 

 

6. Art. 323 and 324 of the Act – Law on Higher Education and Science are applicable to 

foreign candidates. 

 

§ 2. Requirements for the candidates 

 

1. The schedule of activities related to the admission process to Doctoral School No. 2, 

including a list of and deadlines for the activities that must be carried out by the candidate in 

order to be admitted, is provided on the University’s website. 

 

2. Registration of the candidates to the Doctoral School No. 2 takes place via the IRK system 

with the use of electronic form available at irk.pw.edu.pl. 

 

3. A candidate applying to Doctoral School No. 2 shall submit the application, as well as:   
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1) a document confirming a professional title entitling her/him to apply to Doctoral School, 

along with a diploma supplement; 

2) CV, cover letter with the description of research topic and a list of achievements 

indicating her/his aptitude for research work (a list of publications and conference 

presentations, information on the participation in grants, results of the activities in the 

student scientific organisations, obtained awards etc.);  

3) confirmation of payment of the recruitment fee, the amount of which is set by the Rector; 

 

as well as other documents necessary for administrative purposes, the list of these 

documents is available on the University’s website. 

 

Candidates from the countries outside the European Union, along with the recruitment 

documents must submit a certified translation of Master’s diploma (unless it is issued in 

English) and an individual recognition statement issued by National Agency for Academic 

Exchange, necessary to confirm whether a foreign diploma is equivalent to a Polish one and 

entitles the candidate to undertake education at a Doctoral School.  

 

4. If the documents are found to be incomplete, the candidate is asked to complete them within 

7 days. Failing to do so, excludes the candidate from the competition procedure.  

 

§ 3. Competition procedure 

 

1. Competition procedure related to the admissions to Doctoral School No. 2 conducted by the 

Admissions Committee starts no later than 26 calendar days before the beginning of the 

semester in which education begins.  

 

2. Admissions Committee conducts competition procedure taking the following into account: 

1) the candidate’s compliance with formal conditions of applying to Doctoral School No. 

2; 

2) course of studies ended in obtaining Master’s degree; 

3) the content of the cover letter with the description of research topic (up to 5,000 

characters) and description of the candidate’s achievements indicating her/his aptitude 

for research work; 

4) the result of the interview. 

 

3. The interview may concern in particular: 

1)  candidate’s plans related to the implementation of research in the chosen subject 

matter/scientific discipline;  

2) other issues in the field of the scientific discipline in which PhD dissertation is to be 

carried out. 

 

4. Part of the interview with Polish-speaking candidates is in English. 

 

5. Interview with candidates that do not speak Polish shall be conducted in English. 

Candidate’s command of English is verified during the interview. 

 

6. Interview with a candidate from abroad may take place online. 
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7. The candidate’s potential supervisor1, a representative of the PhD students Council and the 

representatives of the discipline declared by the candidate may participate in an interview 

upon inviting by the Head of the Doctoral School, with no right to vote.  

 

8. Admissions Committee shall determine the candidate’s score on a 0-10 scale with the 

accuracy up to 1 according to the following formula: 

 

rating = 0,1 * D + 0,6 * B + 0,3 * R 

 

 

where: D, B, R – the number of points on a 1-10 scale (with the accuracy of 1) in the 

following categories: D – the result of the studies, B – cover letter with a description of 

research topic, research activity and achievements and R – interview. 

 

If R < 5, grade = 0. In D, points will be given depending on the result of the studies: excellent 

– 10 points, very good – 8 points, good plus – 6 points, good – 5 points, fairly good – 4 point, 

satisfactory – 3 points (in the case of different scale of grades, points in this category will be 

converted proportionally). 

 

 

§ 4. Admission to Doctoral School 

 

1. The results of the interview conducted by the Admissions Committee are forwarded to the 

Council of the Doctoral School No. 2, which sets the ranking lists of candidates in 

disciplines represented at the Doctoral School. The lists are published on the University’s 

website. 

 

2. The Head of the Doctoral School No. 2, upon consultation with the Council of the Doctoral 

School, sets the limits for particular disciplines represented at the Doctoral School No. 2 in 

a given educational cycle.  

 

3. A candidate enrolled onto the ranking list, pre-qualified to a given discipline, is put on the 

list of the admitted after providing, within 7 calendar days from publishing the ranking list, 

a written consent of a potential supervisor to supervise the candidate after putting her/him 

on the list of the admitted, approved by the head of the unit, where research will be 

conducted. 

 

4. Admission to the Doctoral School No. 2 takes place by means of entry on the list of Phd 

students which is published on the University’s website. 

 

5. Admission of a foreign candidate takes place by way of an administrative decision issued 

by the Rector on the basis of an entry on the list of PhD students.  

 

6. The candidate has the right to submit an application for reconsideration of the case within 

14 days from the date of delivering her/him a decision on the refusal of admission.  

 

7. The person admitted to the Doctoral School No. 2 shall commence education and acquire 

the rights of a PhD student upon taking the academic oath. 

 

 
                                                           
1 The potential supervisor declares his participation in the interview on the basis of a cover letter in which the 

candidate indicates research topic he is interested in. 
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§ 5. Admission of candidates with scholarship awarded within  

external grants and programs 

 

1. Candidates having scholarship at least equal to the doctoral scholarship referred to in the Act 

– Law on Higher Education and Science, awarded within external grants or programs can be 

admitted to Doctoral School No. 2 as a result of separate admissions process conducted under 

the conditions specified in § 3, sections 2-7. 

 

2. The admissions may take place any time. 

 

3. Admission procedure for laureates of the ‘Industrial doctorate’ program is separate. 

 

 


